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The English Arthuriad: Thomas Malory’s Culmination

M A

This lecture intends to introduce some historical as well as
literary texts of the Arthurian matter in the English tradition with an
emphasis on Thomas Malory’s Le Morte Darthur. After a brief view
of various and diversified versions in the cycle and the transnational
fame of the Arthurian legends, we shall focus on the special
achievement of Le Morte Darthur which is often seen as the
culmination of the Arthurian cycle by the close of the Middle Ages.
While some scholars consider Le Morte Darthur the most elaborate
among the English Arthurian romances, not all Arthurian pieces can
be so labeled as romance. Yet, Le Morte Darthur definitely is worth
the name. Else, this work provides a rubric for many tangential
entities to adhere to the Arthuriad. It sets in particular the summation
tone of the spirit of chivalry. Into this chivalric spirit, two dimensions
will be explicated. First, there will be the secular level which is the
adventurous behavioral patterns and codes of knighthood. Second,
there is the religious level that digresses into the mystical,
culminating in the quest of the Holy Grail. Obviously, not all
Arthurian legends engage in the Grail quest. But Malory’s Le Morte
Darthur does that and offers even more than the versions of Chrétien

de Troyes and Wolfram von Eschenbach.

3% 0P

1. Barron, W. R. J. ed.. The Arthur of the English: The Arthurian
Legend in Medieval English Life and Literature. Cardiff:
University of Wales Press, 2001.

2. Geoffrey of Monmouth. The History of the Kings of Britain.
Trans. Lewis Thorpe. London: Penguin, 1966.

3. Kennedy, Beverly. Knighthood In the Le Morte Darthur. 2" ed.
Woodbridge; Rochester: D. S. Brewer, 1992.




Martin, Molly. Vision and Gender in Malory’s Morte Darthur.
Cambridge: D. S. Brewer, 2010.

. Shepherd, Stephen H. A.. Le Morte Darthur, or The Hoole Book
of Kyng Arthur and of His Noble Knyghtes of the Round Table:
Authoritative Text, Sources and Backgrounds, criticism. New

York : Norton, 2004.
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Francis K.H. So has taught for many years at National Sun Yat-

sen University and served sequentially as its department chair of the
Foreign Languages and Literature Department, University Librarian
and Dean of College of Liberal Arts. He later took up a term of
presidency at Wenzao Ursuline College of Languages and architected
to upgrade the school into a fully-fledged university. Currently he is
Distinguished Professor of English at Providence University. Some
of his NSC research projects conducted in the past decade are: (=
WY AR A ERY T EARE - Rl —¢ R
A% 5 2% i ch i, ) (2003/08-2006/07), ( T &F4% 245 ) (2006/08-
2009/07),and ( B B2 ( & &2 7 ) #F:x:+ F ) (2009/08-2013/07),

the latter of which has been extended for one more year to 2014. His

#HENE

fields of interest include: medieval and Renaissance English
literature, Chinese-Western comparative literature, court culture and
literature and religion. He serves on the Board of Directors of the
ROC English and American Literature Association and is the

President of Taiwan Association of Classical, Medieval and

Renaissance Studies.
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This lecture explores how Middle English literature represents
people interacting across language differences. This involves trying
to understand how medieval English authors thought about their own
language use, what they understood by linguistic barriers, and what
significance they attached to them. With the medieval English poets,
it is the nature of their words—not ideas, or learning, or even life
experiences, which is intriguingly problematical in their writings.
The Normans took possession of England after the decisive Battle of
Hastings in 1066. The presence of a French-speaking ruling class in
England thus gave writers exceptional opportunities for linguistic and
cultural exchange. Four languages coexisted in the realm of Anglo-
Norman England: Latin, French, English, and Celtic dialects in
Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Cornwall, and Brittany. As Dante, Petrarch,
and Boccaccio had done, Chaucer chose to write in his own
SIEH A vernacular, instead of French or Latin, as Gower did. Through close
reading of several passages from major medieval English works, we
will examine ways in which, chiefly by a kind of “poetic revolution,”
Chaucer displays a self-conscious humor about English. With
reference to current issues of identity in Taiwan, this lecture argues
that sharing a language can be a rich source of social distinction, yet
also an unreliable means of wielding power. Chaucer achieved his
poetic revolution not by impressing French “refinement” upon
English “churlishness” but by exploiting the verbal tradition
established in popular English poetry of his time.

A list of topical clusters that gather together short texts
illuminating the cultural, historical, intellectual, and literary concerns
of the period of medieval England (up to 1485) will be provided. The
curriculum design of these clusters aims: 1) to make the Middle
English texts lively and accessible, 2) to ensure that they can be

explored in depth in a research project or two, and 3) to make clear




their relevance to the other works of literature of, for, in, and by
writers in this rapidly changing world. The central importance of
visual media in contemporary global society has heightened our
awareness of the ways in which words always link to images.
Therefore, the lecture will present visually striking images that will
attract audience and provoke discussion, and our special attention
will direct unto important details and cross-reference related texts in
the handouts.
Avital literary culture is always on the move, in Bakhtin’s word,
forever in the making with voices dialogizing among one another. In
the history of high education in Taiwan, the study of literature
occupies a central place in the Humanities curriculum, but today there
are significant challenges for us to claim the power of great literature,
especially western early literature, to make it reach across time and
space, to assert its in-disposability in English education in Taiwan.
The overarching goal of this lecture is to help college English
teachers in Taiwan energize their research topics, engage their
students, and bring medieval English literature to life. In a global
society in which new media reigns, attending to English words on the
page can prove difficult and extravagant for many. It is intellectually
challenging and personally rewarding to enter the sensibility of a
different place, to hear a foreign voice, to be touched by a strange and
exotic era. It is also critically important to be aware of our immediate
prejudices and to respond with empathy to lives other than our own.
£4% 0
Burnley, David. A Guide to Chaucer’s Language. Norman: U of
Oklahoma P, 1983.

Ardis Butterfield, The Familiar Enemy. Oxford: Oxford Scholarship.
2009.

Christopher Cannon, The Grounds of English Literature. Oxford:
Oxford UP, 2004.

David Lawton, Joycelyn Wogan-Browne et al. ed., Language and
Culture in Medieval Britain: the French of England. York:
York Medieval Press, 2009.

James Simpson, ed., Norton Anthology of English Literature: the
Middle Ages. New York: Norton, 2018.
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the Medieval Less Foreign: Expanding Worldviews in Taiwan
Classroom.™" Spectrum 6 (2010): 101-22; “Madness of Heurodis in
Sir Orfeo,” in Emotions in Literature (Seoul: Seoul National UP,
2010), 77-103;  “Ingmar Bergman's Appropriations of the Medieval
Images of Death in The Seventh Seal (1957)." Medieval and Early
Modern English Studies 17.1 (2009): 41-62. P = & {7 — 38 fLH 3R
AP BPREAY S 5 A & (2012.08.01~
2014.0731) -+ F LA L (ol FE) P T Ig L
LA~ 25 A e 3 F e 1 101-2410-H-194-121-MY2 -




FYH A BRI 2 e AT LA AY

LRI

1800 # wn & FW =~ &

# R

s If,]

AL

PR ERBETELYAB AT

LA

P % 4y A8 3 (manuscript studies) & - fF g €A chig g
oA RR L KHFE2FET R ~FHhe 23 H
(paleography) » | & 474) A H ~ S Bt ~ K HiE ) A g * -
Sl SR A S TERE R~ Y B E ehd) A £ (codicology) 0 1 2 & 7
FHEIHE AR -HETIRPEFS T E IV EPERT
R AR e L ﬁﬂ'.";ffg“%fr;a&?%#%%‘f
e 2 AR ? @Nﬂmm@é‘ N EABMFY AR
Ad 32 LRBEE FHEPEFEEL BN T3 AL RS
REREFFL %M‘?"zﬁ?@:l“ Rk iR pigd L EF LR
LRk s B B h) A S TR
@g&mﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%’ﬂf?%*@ﬁ%’ﬁ%?@ﬁﬁ%

thee % %—“zaﬁzﬂ LT E o

w%ﬁﬁﬂ*h**v%?iﬁéé’u%iﬂ@ﬁéf
B S BETAERPN P ERF FAPM F T AL
LIRS FMﬁﬂ*’ﬁfL%@vpimﬁ B P o A2 AT
£ 2 £ ) A2 1300-1550 FF 3 i sk JIpEe R RIT2 B AR
AED oBAALZBMAF-MAFuka 2P L e AYE
ARFRY D X F 22T AR BT R o
BRERFIE S A5 AR hd o BB G ad) AP
i R AR A G P fERIE GBI R R A BB
MERFTE LRSS F2 MBI NLER D B
RiRfrh RV i g B e o

5330

Camille, Michael. Image on the Edge: The Margins of Medieval Art.
London: Reaktion Books, 1992.

---. Mirror in Parchment: The Luttrell Psalter and the Making of
Medieval England. London: Reaktion Books, 2013.

Carruthers, Mary. The Book of Memory: A Study of Memory in
Medieval Culture. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2008.

Caviness, Madeline H. Reframing Medieval Art: Difference,
Margins, Boundaries. Tufts University Electronic Book,
2001. <http://dca.lib.tufts.edu/caviness/>

Clemens, Raymond and Timothy Graham. Introduction to
Manuscript Studies. Ithaca: Cornell UP, 2007.
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Hamburger, Jeffrey F. Script as Image. Leuven: Peeters, 2014.

Johnston, Michael and Michael van Dussen, eds. The Medieval
Manuscript Book: Cultural Approaches. Cambridge:
Cambridge UP, 2017.

Kerby-Fulton, Kathryn, Linda Olson, and Maidie Hilmo. Opening
Up Middle English Manuscripts: Literary and Visual
Approaches. Ithaca: Cornell UP, 2012.

Kim, Margaret. “The Material Culture of Princely Power and the
Art of the Exotic East: The Miniatures of MS Francais 2810
of the Bibliotheque Nationale de France.” Sun Yat-Sen
Journal of Humanities 43 (July 2017): 72-90.

Kolve, V. A. Chaucer and the Imagery of Narrative: The First Five
Canterbury Tales. Stanford: Stanford UP, 1984.

---. Telling Images: Chaucer and the Imagery of Narrative II.
Stanford: Stanford UP, 20009.

Smith, Kathryn Ann. Art, lIdentity and Devotion in Fourteenth-
century England: Three Women and Their Books of Hours.
Toronto: U of Toronto P, 2003.
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1 Kantorowicz’s The King’s Two Bodies and Shakespeare’s Political
Plays

Ernst Kantorowicz’s The King’s Two Bodies: A Study in
Medieval Political Theory first appeared in print more than sixty
years ago in 1957. What seemed to be a hefty compilation of archival
sources from the European Middle Ages and early modern era at the
time of its publication has since been a celebrated intellectual guide
as well as a powerful inspiration in Medieval and Renaissance
Studies. Particularly in the study of Shakespeare’s plays,
Kantorowicz’s scholarship has been indispensable in understanding
the dramatist’s political and historical ideas. The King’s Two Bodies
argued that in the Western political tradition, the monarch was the
very physical embodiment of the political community, and his body;,
in this way, was the basis for ordering politics. On the one hand, the
king in his body natural was a human being with fleshly existence,
and yet on the other hand, the king also personified the very political
community he ruled as the body politic. The king’s two bodies as
vested in one living human person was the basis for both the
AR A discourse and practice of authority and community. The idea of the
body as a living, breathing unit conceptually gave rise to both the
logic and problems inherent in the political order. And it was by
probing and scrutinizing the semantics and conditions of the body, in
its vital energy, functionality, perceptive experience, and strength, as
well as its vulnerability, disorder, and most importantly of all, its
mortality, that Western writers such as Shakespeare theorized
political community as well as its fundamental challenges of
historical continuity and systemic organization beyond personal rule.
Kantorowicz’s theory on the medieval political order and its ethics
has had such groundbreaking, cross-disciplinary significance in the
decades since its publication that its influence far and wide reaches
beyond the study of pre-1800 literature and history. Translated into
Italian, German, and French, The King’s Two Bodies is a familiar
resource for disciplines from art history, political philosophy, to
jurisprudence. The use of the body as the central metaphor for the
praxis and organization of power in Kantorowicz’s work has

13



appealed even to the imagination of theorists such as Foucault and
Agamben. Perhaps the greatest compliment for Kantorowicz on the
definitive powers of his book is that the influence of its theory is seen
even outside academia and often goes unacknowledged because what
was proposed as a theory about the historical West in Kantorowicz’s
work has become a truism about Western civilization then and now,
taken as a source of givens and premises about the West on which to
build policy and argumentation.

It remains important to bear in mind the distinction between the
king’s two bodies as theory and the historical reality of the Western
intellectual, political, and cultural tradition in its dynamic, concrete
practice and diversity. After all, the king’s two bodies was a concept
mentioned in specific early European texts (e.g., Plowden in 1588)
that Kantorowicz took as central to and formative of the Western
tradition. Shakespeare’s valorization of the king’s two bodies
reflected the currency of the idea in his time. The extent of the idea’s
influence in England and elsewhere in the West, and in other periods
of early Europe is a relevant issue for the study of pre-1800 English
literature and history. More than ten years ago at the fiftieth
anniversary of the publication of The King’s Two Bodies,
Shakespeareans celebrated the book’s imaginative powers and vast
impact, even as they also acknowledged the question of the broader
validity of the book’s theory for the Western tradition as a whole.

As with its influence elsewhere, the powers of Kantorowicz’s
scholarship on the king’s two bodies for the study of Shakespeare are
generative and inspirational rather than definitive or conclusive. With
this in mind, |1 want to propose a talk on the relation between
Shakespeare’s own interpretation, use, and examination of the king’s
two bodies and Kantorowicz’s assertions about the notion’s
fundamental place in the Western tradition. Shakespeare found
powerful inspiration in the king’s two bodies, and he deployed and
played with it most imaginatively in his own theorization of power,
identity, and community, particularly in the best of his political plays,
from the histories to the tragedies. To what extent did Shakespeare’s
conceptualization of the political center on the king’s two bodies?
And to what extent did Shakespeare’s notion of the political move
beyond it? And what would our observations on these questions tell
us about the broader Western tradition of political thought and
Shakespeare’s place in it? Moreover, as we analyze and examine
Shakespeare’s plays with the view to understanding their connection

14




to the political tradition of the West at large, how do we, outside the
West in Taiwan, formulate our own approach to Shakespeare’s
political plays vis-a-vis the King’s Two Bodies and beyond? What do
we, in Taiwan, have to contribute to such a conversation on
Shakespeare’s political and historical ideas?

The four hours I plan for my talk will open with a brief overview
of Kantorowicz’s scholarship and its impact on Shakespearean
studies. From there | will move to a series of readings on
Shakespeare’s major political plays, focusing particularly on Richard
I1, Henry IV.1, Henry V, King Lear, Macbeth, and Julius Caesar. My
analysis of texts will begin with the fundamental importance of the
king’s two bodies in Shakespeare’s work and the way the dramatist
interpreted and represented the concept in his writing. In his probing
of the king’s two bodies, Shakespeare also understood the concept as
a challenge and a problematic in the praxis of political authority and
order. As | engage with recent criticism of Shakespeare, | will look at
the way Taiwanese scholarship on Shakespeare has brought an
interesting and meaningful perspective on the relevant plays on the
issue of the body politic. 1 will suggest that a closer look at the
Taiwanese work on Shakespeare will help us move forward on the
conversation on this particular issue in Shakespeare. For those
attending my talk and participating in the discussion of Shakespeare
and Kantorowicz, it is not necessary to read The King’s Two Bodies.
While prior knowledge of the plays of Shakespeare that | name here
will help participants think and critique more closely the specifics of
the texts in the discussion, it will also not be necessary for participants
to read or re-read these plays before my talk, as | will give brief plot
summaries and provide excerpts from the texts in my talk.

5330

Greenblatt, Stephen. “Introduction: Fifty Years of The King’s Two
Bodies.” Representations 106.1 (2009): 63-66. Print.

Kantorowicz, Ernst. The King’s Two Bodies: A Study in Medieval
Political Theology. Princeton, NJ, USA: Princeton UP, 2016.
Print.

Shakespeare, William. The Norton Shakespeare. Ed. Stephen
Greenblatt, et al. New York: W.W. Norton, 2015. Print.
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Margaret Kim studied medieval literature with Derek Pearsall
and Larry D. Benson, and early modern literature with Barbara
Lewalski at Harvard. She received her Ph.D. in English there in 2000.
She teaches at the Department of Foreign Languages and Literature
at National Tsing Hua University, where she has been based
professionally for the last decade. Her research interests cover areas
of Medieval and Renaissance English literature, the writing and
history of encounter, globalism in the study of early European
literature, as well as the intellectual, cultural, and political history of
the early West.
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It is often assumed that before the rise of the novel in the
eighteenth century, prose writings were of little importance and the
influence of prose is always second to that of poetry. This lecture aims
to rectify that scholarly bias, arguing that Renaissance prose studies
is a much ignored field whose diverse manifestations actually greatly
exceed verse. Not only do they constitute the language of theatre,
politics, religion, literature, and science but they also lay the
foundation for all writings that claim modernity. This lecture will
investigate the forms and contents of Renaissance prose writings,
introducing their perspectives, styles, authors, purposes, markets,
impacts as well as the research opportunities / databases to which
prose writings appertain. The lecture is constitutive of three parts: 1)
a survey of different modes of prose writings in elite and popular
cultures domestic and abroad (e.g. religious and political literature,
prose fiction / nonfictional prose, almanac, news writing, scientific
writing, pamphleteering, travel writing, and translation); 2) their
authors (both named and anonymous); 3) and a case study: William
Painter’s Palace of Pleasure, a collection of tales translated from Italy
and France, which is a seminal sourcebook for many English
Renaissance playwrights. From essay to romance, from chronicle to
chorography, from martyrology to national history, from travel
narrative to news writing, from novella to pamphlet, from courtesy
book to jestbook, from chapbook to storybook, from political /
scientific writing to auto/biography, we will compare and critique
texts of historical and cultural importance that shape the definite
formation of modern literature.
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Benson, Pamela, ed. Italian Tales from the Age of Shakespeare.
London: Everyman, 1996.

Capp, Bernard. Astrology and the Popular Press: English Almanacs,
1500-1800. London: Faber, 1979.

Cooper, Helen. The English Romance in Time: Transforming Motifs
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from Geoffrey of Monmouth to the Death of Shakespeare.
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Cambridge UP, 1997.
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---, ed. The Oxford Handbook of English Prose 1550-1640. Oxford:
Oxford UP, 2013.
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Jones, Richard Foster. The Triumph of the English Language.
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Newcomb, Lori Humphrey. Reading Popular Romance in Early
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Painter, William. The Palace of Pleasure. Vol. 1. London: 1566. STC
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Tempe, AZ: Medieval and Renaissance Text Society, 1997.

Salzman, Paul. English Prose Fiction, 1558-1700: A Critical History.
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Watt, Teresa. Cheap Print and Popular Piety, 1550-1640.
Cambridge, UK: Cambridge UP, 1991.

Woolf, D. B. Reading History in Early Modern England. Cambridge,
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Chi-fang Sophia Li is currently Distinguished Associate
Professor at the Department of Foreign Languages and Literature of
NSYSU & Honorary Research Fellow at the Centre for the Study of
the Renaissance of the University of Warwick. She specializes in the
history and culture of the European Renaissance, teaching mainly
English/European Literatures & cultures before 1800 and
Shakespeare at NSY SU where she won numerous times Research and
Teaching Excellence Awards. Since 2009 she has been a principal
investigator of research projects funded by the Ministry of Science
and Technology of Taiwan. Her English publications appear in
Shakespeare Survey (Cambridge UP), New Theatre Quarterly
(Cambridge UP), English Studies (Routledge), and Notes & Queries
(Oxford UP), and Shakespeare Bulletin (Johns Hopkins UP); her
#EA /% | Chinese articles were published by Review of English and American
Literature, NSYSU UP, and Bookman. In 2016 she won a Junior
Investigators” Award from Academia Sinica. During January — June
2019, she was a visiting associate professor to the Centre for the
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Nation-building in the United States has been ideologically
operating to preserve the homogeneous national body, a body politic
both as the political/legal organism likened to a human body and as
the symbiosis of individual bodies apt for citizenship. The
convergence of a coherent nation and a gestalt body—namely,
ablenationalism—valorizes norms through practices of inclusion and
exclusion. US citizenship and American selfhood is constituted
through the privileging of white, property-owning, able-bodied, and
able-minded men, while civic fitness for full citizenship and legal
personhood is denied to minorities in terms of race, gender, sexuality,
class, and disability. At various times in American history, African
Americans, immigrants, gays and lesbians, poor people, and women
have been defined categorically as defective citizens incapable of full
civic participation. Thus, to counteract racist, sexist, and heterosexist
charges of inferiority or undesirability, racial, gender, or sexual
minorities may emblematize disability as “true insufficiency” and
view people with disabilities as a discrete minority. To reincorporate
into the national citizenry and prove their worth as competent
Americans, racial, gender, and sexual minorities may count
themselves as part of the able-bodied/minded majority, distancing
themselves from debilitating physical or cognitive associations.

Such a disavowal of disability is clearly reflected in ethnic-
American literary studies. Under the regime of ablenationalism,
disability is, at worst, critically dismissed by scholars as a trope in the
prosthetic narrative to reinforce the American ideal for normalcy,
health, wholeness, and autonomy. Alternatively, when disability is
not critically treated as “narrative prosthesis” or viewed as a trope, it
is easily overshadowed by gender, race, or class in intersectional
readings. Unsurprisingly, it was not until 2006 that the journal
MELUS (Multi-Ethnic Literature of the United States) dedicated its
first special issue to disability—“Race, Ethnicity, Disability and
Literature.” Moreover, it was not until 1997 that the University of
Illinois at Chicago created the first Ph.D. Program dedicated to
disability studies in the US. Only in 2013 did Amerasia Journal
publish an issue on disability—“The State of Iliness and Disability in

51




Asian America”—despite Chang and Eng Bunker (the Siamese
twins) capturing the American public’s response to the bodies of
nation-states as well as Asian Americans since the nineteenth century
and the fact that Edith Maude Eaton, the first known Asian American
female author, foregrounded the portrayal of illness and disability in
many of her stories in the same period. Despite the scarcity and
lateness of literary criticism on these issues, disability and illness
appear prominently in canonical and recently published works not as
incidental events but as central organizing principles. as in Carlos
Bulosan’s America Is in the Heart (1946), Maxine Hong Kingston’s
The Woman Warrior (1976), Nora Okja Keller’s Comfort Woman
(1997), and Chang-rae Lee’s The Surrendered (2010). The absence
of critical awareness of disability indicates its uneasy relationship to
minority studies the slowness of Asian American studies to take up
disability issues, or possibly the inherent ableism in Asian American
literary studies.

In this speech, | demonstrate the way to explore the intersection
of Asian American literary criticism and disability studies through re-
reading its literary canon (including John Okada’s No-No Boy and
Maxine Hong Kingston’s Tripmaster Monkey) from a disability-
centered perspective and showing how ubiquitous the disability
concerns are in Asian American literature and culture.
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This course seeks to offer a survey of Dickinson’s recent critical
receptions through selected texts in a coherent manner and enable
scholars to make deeper connections between Dickinson’s personal
life, her literary works and the public and social issues in American
literary studies. Particular attentions are paid to the materialistic turn
in Dickinson studies since 2000, examining various contemporary
theoretical approaches and methodologies discussing the
relationships between her works and the social and cultural issues of
her time, the topics of science, gender and genre, her reading and
contemporary literary / cultural influences, and the afterlife of
Dickinson’s works.

Primary reading list:

The Poems of Emily Dickinson: Variorum Edition. 1998.
The Letters of Emily Dickinson. Johnson Edition. 1958.
The Poems of Emily Dickinson. Franklin Reading Edition.
2005.

Emily Dickinson’s Poems: As She Preserved Them. Cristanne
Miller. Ed. Belknap Press, 2016.

Secondary reading list:

The Emily Dickinson Journal (1992 - present)

Baym, Nina. American Women of Letters and the Nineteenth-
Century Sciences: Styles of Affiliation, New Brunswick, NJ:
Rutgers UP, 2001.

Deppman, Jed. Trying to Think with Emily Dickinson. Amherst:
University of Massachusetts Press, 2008.

Farr, Judith. The Garden of Emily Dickinson. Cambridge,
Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 2004.

Finnerty, Paraic. Emily Dickinson's Shakespeare. Amherst &
Boston, University of Massachusetts Press, 2006.
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Peel, Robin. Emily Dickinson and the Hill of Science. Fairleigh
Dickinson University Press, 2010.

Richards, Eliza. Emily Dickinson in Context. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2013.

55




PhD in English Literature, University of Edinburgh (UK)

Associate Professor, National Chengchi University

CXRE

Li-hsin Hsu has published in a number of international journals, such
as the Emily Dickinson Journal, Symbiosis, Cowrie and Romanticism. Her
research interests include Emily Dickinson studies, Romanticism,
Transatlantic studies, Transpacific studies, Orientalism, and Ecocriticism.
She is editor-in-chief of The Wenshan Review, an international academic
journal devoted to the promotion of interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary
approaches to literary and cultural studies. Her current project involves San
Francisco Chinatown in the 1870s in a number of transatlantic authors,
including Mark Twain, Robert Louis Stevenson, Helen Hunt Jackson, Bret
Harte, and Oscar Wilde.

56




e 2R %
#R 2%
=3 B uE T

HER S BUUAT FEARIENE @ (R B (2 X
Z) ~ (P LRAA) AT (EP Rae) ~ (BRH
FER)E(RE 8L E) M) BRI F W (£ A
FHEMEEGF AR BERASLP AR oA ERTAFL
P e N ask they B F ehath L Tigwzby A - ol
Bt e, cBEF L AP BERFL R BEFS v b
FopB AL ~ A RA 2 Rk e o

R =S E RN B R ST A =S CALT R S = N =
g ? i aﬂmﬁ-%rimﬂﬁé R &
RFALFBR? EREPRBENELx F MG ? 2%5%
F¥ BB RS RS RS BTN T M g R
FTHULE TSR RS A L B R R TS
Y RL ) HPEFRT G AP AR I DL AL
ooV ik EFEERG BPAEGREFLHE - FS T4 L FAEA

ZdeT

_\gﬁg?
WAy A ™3 B w] (transgender) -~ Bi2%] § 2 (transman) ~ &
M u] %+ (trans woman ) ~ 2= < (nonbinary) -~ 4 %[5
(genderqueer ) ? I'r%"ri"v'lﬁr}i’ 4 4 (intersex people) 3 = 7 F¢
BRLFIFRABBERRT G Lk - A TN g R
ME s FPRAR DR, NP g 4 S0 a S B
e e R F R BT M R AVR? AR R
ARG ) g Ty T (g
%) 7T R F Ry sfenE 4 4+ Lili Elbe i 7
it

HEet e

[v

= ~ Hulig 24 (contingency )

PB g Rder L& 7 AR EF R MM R R W
Pl TP RINE TR BT Fi R TR VAo ipe
FlERpS AP 2 HE -G e X A H T b 2 & 'E 7 UL
PR B A LB ? AT BRBE R 5L
WE’%’ P ES - JEA o al Bl e AN N Ny e Se N R LSRR
#¥d - TFFA - T LA A A RE BAENEN DT
z._:is]g;g._fioﬁ FﬁbAmj/;}—g.i(gp{; aip{;‘»h» AL

57



F)ENMT P B AT - I p ARA T
B Rad iy o ¥ ¥ EALg >t Eu- 2 Rivd o

1

CBREFE CBRALEA%RE

&g;#ﬁ:?lv}\g,{zw Ao DI pkiﬂes(fhv %K/,}g(imﬂ);

?—aﬁ&m% LEAE S ML - L EBREY
BAEA R K g A PP AR u] s B 5Y i

ﬁm%wﬂwuﬁﬂé4ﬁéﬂé?ﬁ#ﬂéWéM’@Wﬁi

R B F AR R Y A2 S R e R B

Tl B R 2TRe Y @ AR hp Aty () A&
NP0 EBEa IR TR RN EE D TR N B R
B A2 Pl S s TRAGEEEE?

P BHUREY R

Y T C IS DL TR 1" 3]
M2 5 B3 e 2 8 A AT Bechi ] S A B
A i’ga&&x;}g}ﬁq; ;uA,\i’g{@ "7‘3\?’}?{‘{ ?&{?,}ig -];l:_lz i ﬁ o 47’»
% 51 A AT R S APEL 7 6 R B 4R &y
fo g ERher KA B H AT 2 Y F"* G P RIS TR TR 9
SAHESRER B FABEYFEL ES PP 8
B R R B LIATHE

R DAV Sl S S

KA GFe = Foef FIEEE G ¢ A R R o
TFAEFRY TEBEEG A (ERAEEe L) Al s
AR PR R BALE REA N H I RFEPORYE - BRFEEDE
ﬁofﬂ’%ﬁwéé4%@&;%%%%ﬁ%(%iﬁﬁww
iF) » X 4o P E B> %%@ﬁiﬂ?ﬁ%ﬁhnﬁgﬁ i
BFAE A RS ’%F’*ﬁﬁw%wpﬂgﬁwﬂm4
R e L LR o

A BRE Y &
FIENARBERYEY L A (dodF e
AT R) AR (ERARRT) > &L & LAY
'”<ﬂﬁ>)ébwaﬂméﬁwﬁ%a%kﬁ@amﬁﬁﬁw\

LN
%mﬁ@”ﬁ@’ﬁgﬁﬁfﬁﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬁwg
HEP B 2R L e o A S AT Y-
Jgrhg;-z)\—&r}%ﬁ;.y}&ﬁ] H,:.;,a‘?%—:@f%:]&ﬁ i
AP u s 2 BBk RIER OB

58




BEREFSEENINEE S apitu]d > 28 F 4 R ave?
¢”°?‘fﬂ1€¥7 ?XY%L?%“'W"F'“F“K@? K3 o ¥
e 2 y * B 2T AT R R
EHEEE S ke g ztk@?ix?ém‘ :

3 -n\y

5330

Halberstam, J. Jack. 1998. Female Masculinity. Durham, NC: Duke
University Press.

Kulick, Don. 1998. Travesti: Sex, Gender, and Culture among
Brazilian Transgendered Prostitutes. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.

Prosser, Jay. 1998. Second Skins: The Body Narratives of
Transsexuality. New York: Columbia University Press.

Reddy, Gayatri. 2005. With Respect to Sex: Negotiating Hijra
Identity in South India. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Salamon, Gayle. 2010. Assuming a Body: Transgender and
Rhetorics of Materiality. New York: Columbia University
Press.

Stryker, Susan, and Aren Z. Aizura, eds. 2013. The Transgender
Studies Reader 2. New York: Routledge.

Stryker, Susan, and Stephen Whittle, eds. 2006. The Transgender
Studies Reader. New York: Routledge.
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Agamben, Giorgio. Homo Sacer: Sovereign Power and Bare Life.
Trans. Daniel Heller-Roazen. Stanford: Stanford UP, 1998.

Foucault, Michel. The Birth of Biopolitics: Lectures at the College
de France, 1978-79. Trans. Graham Burchell. New York:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2008.

Kafka, Franz. The Trial. Trans. Breon Mitchell. New York:
Schocken, 1999.
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This seminar concentrates on the study of literature-and-
environment from broad perspectives that help shape the form and
content of ecocriticism: (1) its history, (2) its current trends, (3) its
spread in a variety of ways around the world, and (4) its gradual but
robust presence in academia. The teaching materials cover the four
waves of ecocriticism—as reflected in two milestone anthologies,
The Ecocriticism Reader (1996), and Ecocriticism: Essential
Readings (Routledge, 2015)—along with the application of
ecotheory into the reading of ecoliterature in general, including
nature writing, postcolonial literature, and cli-fi, to name only a few.
In this seminar, the aims are threefold: (1) we will introduce green
cultural studies in terms of the eco-waves theory; (2) we will be
exposed to ecodocumentaries in this field; (3) we will usher in a new
ecocritical terrain—new materialisms and other object-oriented
approaches to eco-literature.
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Part |: Four Waves of Ecocriticism

Adamson, Joni and Scott Slovic. “Guest Editors’ Introduction: The
Shoulders We Stand On: An Introduction to Ethnicity and
Ecocriticism.” MELUS 34.2 (Summer 2009): 5-24.

Buell, Lawrence. “The Emergence of Environmental Criticism.”
The Future of Environmental Criticism. Oxford: Blackwell,
2005. 1-28

Garrard, Greg. “Problems and prospects in ecocritical pedagogy.”
Environmental Education Research 16.2 (2010): 233-245.

lovino, Serenella, and Serpil Oppermann. “Introduction: Stories
Come to Matter.” Material Ecocritcism. Ed. Serenella lovino
and Serpil Oppermann. Bloomington: Indiana UP, 2014

Part Il. Ecoliterature and Ecological Consciousness

Leopold, Aldo. “Thinking Like a Mountain.” A Sand County
Almanac. Oxford:Oxford UP, 1947.

Rodman, John. “Four Forms of Ecological Consciousness
Reconsidered.” Deep Ecology for the 21st Century. Ed.
Geroge Sessions. Boston: Shambhala, 1995. 113-20.
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Williams, Terry Tempest. Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family
and Place. New York: Vintage, 2003.
Rachel’s Daughter. DVD.

Part 11l. ““The Material Turn’ in Ecocriticism

Alaimo, Stacy. “Bodily Natures.” Bodily Natures: Science,
Environment, and the Material Self. Bloomington: Indiana
UP, 2010.

Ghosh, Amitav. The Hungry Tide. New York: Harper Collins, 2004.

Herzog, Arthur. Heat. New York: Authors Choice P, 1977.

Latour, Bruno. “Agency at the Time of the Anthropocene.” New
Literary History 45.1 (2014): 1-18.

. "“Whose Cosmos, Whose Cosmopolitics?: Comments on the
Peace Terms of Ulrich Beck.” Common Knowledge 10.3
(2004): 450-62.

Morton, Timothy. Hyperobjects. Minneapolis: U of Minnesota P,
2013.
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Robin Chen-hsing Tsai received his PhD from National Taiwan
University. He is a professor in the English Department at Tamkang
University and the current president of ASLE-Taiwan. His areas of
specialization are ecocriticism, climate change fiction, environmental
science fiction, and new materialisms. His recent publications include
"Technology, the Environment and Biopolitics in Octavia Butler's
Xenogenesis" (Foreign Literature Review, 2014), “Toxic Objects,
Slow Violence, and the Ethics of Transcorporeality in Chi Wen-
chang's Zhebi de tiankong (The Poisoned Sky) (Rowman &
Littlefield, 2016), “Ecological Sovereignty, Biopolitics, and Umwelt
in  Amitav Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide” (Edingburgh UP,
Forthcoming), and two edited books: Introduction to Ecoliterature
(2013) and Key Readings in Ecocriticism (2015).
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This seminar surveys divergent de-anthropocentric theories of
materialist ontology and related studies in literature, emerging during
the last two decades or so. These recent accounts thrive, to the effect
of calling for a redefinition of the humanities, and perhaps one might
claim “the emergent posthumanites” as a result of the decentralizing
of the human. The posthumanities thus may promise, not a
displacement of the humanities, but rather reflective knowledge
produced beyond anthropocentric modernity and away from
consequences that have ruined the world around humans. The
proceeding of this seminar will be broken into two parts. We will
begin with a study of the general import of the so-called new
materialisms, and its implications in literary studies. Then we will
move on to follow some exemplary literary studies in which new
materialisms inform innovative research methodologies.

Now one witnesses a rush to ontology, in various names of
materialisms. This turn to ontology, above all, has a strong anchor in
cutting-edged sciences. Karen Barad’s “agential realism,” for
instance, is derived from quantum physics, Catherine Malabou’s
“materialist neuroplasticity” rooted in neurosciences, and Bruno
Latour’s “realistic realism” results from his studies of the history of
sciences. Some philosophers too attend to the significance of
materiality and advocate new theories of ontology, such as the
speculative realism of Quentin Meillassoux, the object-oriented
philosophy of Graham Harman, vibrant matter of Jane Bennett,
transcendental realism of Ray Brassier, and last but not least Michel
Serres’ “philosophy of the hard and the soft.” In these studies,
occurring is the transformation from the epistemology of Kantian
representation to the material semiotics of object-oriented ontology.
Scholars of rhetoric and composition, such as Thomas Rickert and
others, are well attuned to Latour’s network theory, an all-
encompassing materialist civilianism that incorporates things as
fellow participants in public deliberation, to listen to things in spite
of some established anthropocentric prejudices. Even though the
import of this ontology shift still waits to be fully grasped by literary
scholars, a few substantial studies already show how the methods of
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reading can be changed from the long established foci of
representation, authorial creation, and cultural transmission to new
concerns. In the first session, we will read selected passages from
works by John Durham Peters, Rita Felski, Caroline Levine, and
others, and ask the basic question of how literature can speak to the
matter of materiality.

Currently, in multiple directions scholars are engaged in new-
materialisms researches. Yet new materialisms are by no means
imported from philosophy into literary studies; within the discipline
of literary studies, one also witnesses long-time endeavors to delve
into the significance of material agency. In the second session, we
will survey some advances made in this regard. | will showcase some
significantly new studies, which will include, but not limited to, those
by Stacy Alaimo, Jeffrey Cohen, and Bill Brown. We will ask how
our researches in the field of literature can benefit from the materialist
perspective that has underwritten these new things-centered projects.

By sharing some forward-looking researches, this seminar aims
to help generate research ideas for literary studies by us.
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Alaimo, Stacy. Bodily Natures: Science, Environment, and the
Material Self. Bloomington: Indiana UP, 2010.

Bennett, Jane. Vibrant Matter: A Political Ecology of Things.
Durham: Duke UP, 2010.

Bogost, lan. Alien Phenomenology, or, What It's Like to Be a Thing.
Posthumanities. Minneapolis: U of Minnesota P, 2012.

Cohen, Jeffrey Jerome. Stone: An Ecology of the Inhuman. U of
Minnesota P, 2015.

Coole, Diana H., and Samantha Frost. New Materialisms Ontology,
Agency, and Politics. 2010. Web
<http://dx.doi.org/10.1215/9780822392996>.

Felski, Rita. The Limits of Critique. Chicago: U of Chicago P, 2015.

Harman, Graham. Towards Speculative Realism: Essays and
Lectures. Ropley, Hants, UK: Zero Books, 2010.

---. “The Well-Wrought Broken Hammer: Object-Oriented Literary
Criticism.” New Literary History 43.2 (2012): 183-203.

Latour, Bruno. We Have Never Been Modern. Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard UP, 1993.

---. Politics of Nature: How to Bring the Sciences into Democracy.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard UP, 2004.
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---. Reassembling the Social: An Introduction to Actor-Network-
Theory. (Clarendon Lectures in Management Studies.)
Oxford; New York: Oxford UP, 2005.

Law, John. “Actor Network Theory and Material Semiotics.” The
New Blackwell Companion to Social Theory. Ed. Turner,
Bryan S. Malden, MA, USA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009. 141-58.

Levine, Caroline. Forms: Whole, Rhythm, Hierarchy, Network.
Princeton: PrincetonUP, 2015.

Peters, John Durham. The Marvelous Clouds: Toward a Philosophy
of Elemental Media. Chicago: U of Chicago P, 2015.

Rickert, Thomas J. Ambient Rhetoric: The Attunements of Rhetorical
Being. Pittsburgh Series in Composition, Literacy, and
Culture. Pittsburgh, Pa.: U of Pittsburgh P, 2013.
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George Batille, ‘La notion de dépense’ in La part maudite. Paris:
Minuit, 1949.

Jacques Derrida, Résistance de la psychanalyse. Paris: Galilée,
1996.

Jacques Lacan, ‘Lituraterre’ in Autres écrits. Paris: Seuil, 2001, pp.
11-20.
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This course aims to inaugurate a cultural and theoretical analysis
on the topic of monster and monstrosity. Monsters have been
haunting human civilization almost since its inception: monsters are
things that we are not. In this sense, monsters help define what human
is and territorializes body boundary, order of knowledge, and
subjectivity. Another function that monster serves is its metaphorical
suggestiveness: monster may refer to the mob, the corrupt politicians,
or greedy capitalists, depending on the historical context. In this
sense, monsters function not as the Other against which human
beings define themselves but as representations of the human
condition. These two main functions of the monster (as the Other and
representation), however, fail to address the potentiality that monster
possesses in its immanence: namely, monsters do not simply wreak
havoc with the human world; they pose questions, or more precisely,
riddles, to the human condition, and they defy any easy rationalist
solutions. This course would like to start with this preliminary
problematic of monster-as-riddle and takes monster and monstrosity
A A as the main topics of analysis: the first section provides a theoretical
overview on Monster Studies; the second section looks into the
historical and cross cultural backgrounds of monster; and the last
section focuses on the theoretical assemblage between critical
theories and monster-as-potentiality.
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Beville, Maria. The Unnameanble Monster in Literature and Film.
London: Routledge, 2014. Print.

Braidotti, Rosi. Metamorphoses: Towards a Materialist Theory of
Becoming. Cambridge: Polity, 2002. Print.

---. The Posthuman. Cambridge: Polity, 2013. Print.

Casarrino, Cesare and Antonio Negri. In Praise of the Common: A
Conversation on Philosophy and Politics. Minneapolis: U of
Minnesota P, 2008. Print.

Cohen, Jeffrey Jerome. "Monster Culture (Seven Thesis)." Monster
Theory: Reading Culture. Minneapolis: U of Minneapolis P,
1996. 3-25. Print.

Derrida, Jacques. “Passages—from Traumatism to Promise.”
Points ...: Interviews, 1974-1994. Ed. Elisabeth Weber. Trans.
Peggy Kamuf, et al. Stanford: Stanford University Press,
1995. 386-87.

Grebowicz, Margret, and Helen Merrick. Beyond the Cyborg:
Adventures with Donna Haraway. New York: Columbia UP,
2013. Print.

Haraway, Donna. "The Promises of Monsters: A Regenerative
Politics for Inappropriate/d Others." Cybersexualities: A
Reader on Feminist Theory, Cyborgs, and Cyberspace. Ed.
Jenny Wolmark. Edinburgh: Edingurgh UP, 1999. 314-66.
Print.

Hardt, Michael, and Antonio Negri. Multitude: War and Democracy
in the Age of Empire. New York: The Penguin Press, 2004.
Print.

Huet, Marie-Helene. Monstrous Imagination. Cambridge,
Massachusetts: Harvard UP, 1993. Print.
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Kant, Immaneul. Critique of Judgment. Trans. James Creed
Meredith. New York: Oxford UP, 2007. Print.

MacCormack, Patricia. "The Queer Ethics of Monstrosity."
Speaking of Monsters: A Teratological Anthology. Eds.
Caroline Joan S. Picart and John Edgar Browning. NewYork:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2012. 255-66. Print.

---. "Unnatural Alliances." Deleuze and Queer Theory. Eds.
Chrysanthi Nigianni and Merl Storr. Edinburgh: Edinburgh
UP, 2009. 134-49. Print.

---. "Posthuman Teratology." The Ashgate Research Companion to
Monsters and The Monstrous. Eds. Asa Simon Mittman and
Peter J. Dendle. Farnham, Surrey: Ashgate, 2012. 293-318.
Print.

McNally, David. Monsters of the Market: Zombies, Vampires, and
Global Capitalism. Leiden: Brill, 2011. Print.

Musgrave, William R. "The Politics of the Monstrous in Burke and
Kant." In Wonders, Marvels, and Monsters in Early Modern
Culture. Ed. Peter G. Platt. Newark: U of Delaware P, 19909.
271-93. Print.

Rai, Amit S. "Ontology and Monstrosity." Monster Culture in the
21% Century: A Reader. Eds. Marina Levina and Diem-My T.
Bui. New York: Bloomsbury, 2013. 15-31. Print.
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Bell, Vikki. “After Performativity: On Concern and Critique.”
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On the Occasion. Lanham: Lexington Books, 2012.
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Occasion. Lanham: Lexington Books, 2012.

--. “What is Critique? An Essay on Foucault’s Virtue.” Judith Butler
Reader. Ed. Sara Salih and Judith Butler. Malden, MA:
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Medical Humanities, a broad area of interdisciplinary study
encompassing the human aspects of medicine and the arts, has
appeared on the academic scene as an important literature-and-
medicine studies in recent years. Together with its siblings such as
Critical Medical Humanities and Health Medical Humanities,
Medical Humanities focus on interdisciplinarity  or
transdisciplinarity, aiming at revisiting the conceptual
underpinings in regards to the art of medicine, the intersection of
medicine and the arts and the narrative of illness. In this course, we
proffer a critical module for the study of medical humanities with
a special focus on a variety of themes and theories revolving around
narrative medicine, empathy and anti-empathy, the humanities and
arts, medicine ethics, death and dying, disability, ethical dilemmas,
doctor-patient communication, doctors’ emotions, the patient’s
end-of-life decisions, and hearthcare. In addition to the theoretical
formulations in the medical humanities, we will also study a
diversity of texts and genres that address these themes of disease
and illness in novels so as to engage with both the form and content
in literature-and-medicine studies, including Tolstoy’s The Death
of Ivan llyich, Margaret Edson’s Wit, Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s
The Yellow Wallpaper, Arthur Conan Doyle’s “The Resident
Patient,” Anatole Broyard’s Intoxicated by Iliness, Roddy Doyle’s
The Woman Who Walked into Doors, Dorothy Allison’s Bastard
out of Carolina, Oliver Sacks’s The Anthropologist on Mars and
Lisa Genova’s Still Alice. In this course, the skills of literary
interpretation of the texts are integrated with the analytical work of
medicine in the hope that an adequate knowledge about the art of
medicine, the medicalization of life, and the human healthcare can
be implemented to make ethico-political changes in the medical
humanities today.

233 0P
General Introduction
Cole, Thomas R., Nathan S. Carlin, and Ronald A. Carson.
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Butler’s Xenogenesis” (Foreign Literature Review, 2014)
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Transcorporeality in Chi Wen-chang’s Zhebi de tiankong (The
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Sovereignty, Biopolitics, and Umwelt in Amitav Ghosh’s The
Hungry Tide” (Edingburgh UP, 2017) ~ ( 3 4 {4+ fcis £ 4141
fdr () dmed 8 ) (¢ = 8) 2017.46 (3): 83-111
(THCI) - ¥ % 3 = # 2 j # ¥ % 2 :Introduction to
Ecoliterature (2013) - Key Readings in Ecocriticism (2015) -
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Discourse on the Form. Jackson: UP of Mississippi, 2013.
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Haraway, Donna. The Companion Species Manifesto: Dogs,
People, and Significant Otherness. Chicago: Prickly
Paradigm, 2003.
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— . When Species Meet. Minneapolis, MN: U of Minnesota P,
2008.

— . Staying with the Trouble: Making Kin in the Chthulucene
Durham: Duke UP, 2016.
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Juul, Jesper. The Art of Failure: An Essay on the Pain of Playing
Video
Games. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press 2013.
---Half-real: Video Games between Real Rules and Fictional
Worlds. Cambridge: MIT Press 2005.
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£ Regarding Graphic Narratives)  (ISBN : 9789574457076 )
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This course takes an expansive look at the economies, ethos,
and alchemy of food production and consumption in American
literature and culture. We aim to examine the conception of farming
as middle landscapes, the celebration of organic and urban farms
as alternative, redemptive forms of utopia, the relations between
farming/food and spiritual and bodily health, as well as the politics
of food and world hunger by looking closely at narratives that have
defined the discourse. This course introduces important issues and
debates surrounding farming and food and prepares one to think
critically and innovatively about the ethics and politics of the
farming and the food movement.
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Freyfogle, Eric. The New Agrarianism: Land, Culture, and the
Community of Life. Washington: Island Press, 2001.

Inge, M. Thomas. Agrarianism in American Literature. New
York: The Odyssey Press, 1969.

Slocum, Rachel, and Arun Saldanha, eds. Geographies of Race
and Food: Fields, Bodies, Markets. Aldershot: Ashgate,
2013.

Thompson, Paul. The Spirit of the Soil: Agriculture and
Environmental Ethics. New York: Routledge, 1994.

---. From Field to Work: Food Ethics for Everyone. Oxford:
Oxford UP, 2015.

Wald, Sarah D. The Nature of California: Race, Citizenship, and
Farming since the Dust Bowl. Seattle: U of Washington P,
2016.
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Shiuhhuah Serena Chou is Associate Research Fellow at

Academia Sinica, Taiwan. Her interests in scholarship include
organic farming discourse and Asian American environmental

literature. Her research aims to frame literature, writing, and critique
into a knowledge-making ethos adequate to our global-local
situation. Such research would theorize an urban-centered future
wherein farming and eating, country and city, earth and place,
considered in a far-flung as well as local production and
consumption nexus, can be brought into greater public responsibility
and transformed in the U.S., Europe, and Asia.

Chou’s recent publications include “Chinatown and Beyond:
Ava Chin, Urban Foraging, and a New American Cityscape” (ISLE,
2017), “The Good Food Revolution: Will Allen and the African
#HEN L American Urban Farming Tradition” (Review of English and
American Literature 2017), “Pruning the Past, Shaping the Future:
David Masumoto and Organic Nothingness” (MELUS, 2009), and
“The Secret of Shangri-la: Agricultural Travels and the Rise of
Organic Farming” (Comparative Literature Studies, 2013). She
takes the rethinking of eco-narratives as pivotal to solving

eco/equity problems and environmental denial and inaction. Her
research aims to show how narratives and knowledge used to convey
problems or offer technical, financial, or ethical solutions by both
experts and the public are often produced for "the already
converted” through biased language or problematic stories
insensitive to cultural and socio-economic differences. Chou is
currently working on a manuscript about American organic farming
literature and culture.
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